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IN GENEVA 


HE twelfth Assembly of the League of Na- 

tions closed on September 29 without fulfill- 
ing the injunction of its president, M. Titulesco, 
that “the sacred fire of Geneva must have suffi- 
cient power if not to warm, at least to enlighten 
and guide the world.” Many friends of the 
League, who had been disappointed by the reluc- 
tance of leading European and American states- 
men to tackle the fundamental problems of 
reparation and war debts during the numerous 
colloquies held this past summer, found little 
consolation in Geneva, where economic questions 
played a relatively modest part. The pessimism 
engendered by the League’s failure to furnish a 
panacea for the world’s ills, however, springs 
from undue faith in the capacity of states to dis- 
play collectively a leadership and vision they have 
lacked hitherto when acting singly or in small 
groups. Furthermore, critics overlook the fact 
that the League has no resources of its own, apart 
from those of its members, with which to meet 
financial emergencies, and that the United States, 
which occupies a controlling position in the post- 
war financial system, takes no active part in the 
League’s economic work. 


Inconclusive as the League’s efforts to relieve 
the economic crisis may appear, it would be a 
mistake to dismiss the twelfth Assembly as wholly 
negative. The omission of Mexico from the 
original list of states invited in 1920 to form the 
League of Nations—generally attributed to oppo- 
sition on the part of President Wilson and Lord 
Robert Cecil, whose governments had not recog- 
nized the Huerta régime—was remedied on Sep- 
tember 12 when the Assembly unanimously voted 
to receive Mexico into the League “as though it 
had been invited from the outset.” Mexico, which 
had maintained a permanent observer in Geneva 
for over a year, promptly accepted the League’s 
invitation, adding that it refused to subscribe to 
Article 21 of the Covenant, which recognizes the 
Monroe Doctrine as a “regional agreement.” 


Mexico’s entry into the League, which now num- 
bers fifty-five states, was greeted with enthusiasm 
in Latin America, and it was expected that Mexico 
would be elected a non-permanent member of the 
Council in place of Guatemala, which had ten- 
dered its resignation, pleading economic difficul- 
ties. Subsequently, however, Guatemala decided 
to complete its term, which expires in 1932. Of 
the three non-permanent members due for elec- 
tion, Spain was re-elected by the Assembly on 
September 14, while Persia was succeeded by 
China, and Venezuela by Panama. 

The center of the stage in the Assembly was 
held by the question of disarmament. All doubts 
as to the possible postponement of the Disarma- 
ment Conference scheduled for February 2, 1932 
were dispelled by M. Briand, French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, when he declared on September 
11 that France would not seek, and would even 
oppose an adjournment. The urgent necessity of 
finding a solution for the problem of disarma- 
ment, which in Italy’s opinion is the cause of the 
economic crisis, was stressed by Signor Grandi, 
Italian Foreign Minister, on September 8. The 
principal idea formulated in the Covenant of the 
League, he said, is that peace depends on security, 
and that the latter can be obtained only by the 
harmonious development of two factors—the 
pacific settlement of disputes and a general re- 
duction of armaments. Contrary to the French 
thesis that security must precede disarmament, 
Signor Grandi asserted that if it were not for 
excessive armaments and the danger of resort to 
force in international affairs, the problem of 
security would not even arise. He agreed that 
no diplomatic link exists between disarmament, 
reparation and war debts, but argued that these 
three questions are inextricably bound by moral 
ties. He supported the American view that re- 
ductions in post-war financial obligations should 
not be utilized by debtor states for an increase 
in armaments. Finally, he proposed that the 


states invited to the Disarmament Conference 
should immediately adopt an armaments truce, 
which would create a psychological atmosphere 
favorable to the work of the Conference. 


The Grandi plan, which took the concrete form 
of an Italian proposal that all states participating 
in the Disarmament Conference should undertake 
not to increase their expenditures on land forces, 
not to place any warship on the stocks, and to 
suspend the construction of additional military 
aircraft, was submitted to the Third Committee 
of the Assembly, which deals with disarmament. 
At the request of the Third Committee, the presi- 
dent of the Assembly on September 19 invited 
ten states non-members of the League, including 
the United States, to take part in the discussion 
of the proposed armaments truce. The American 
government accepted this invitation on September 
21 and appointed Mr. Hugh R. Wilson, Minister 
to Switzerland, as its official representative on 
the Third Committee. At the conclusion of an 
eight-day session, in the course of which France, 
Japan and Poland raised various objections to the 
Italian proposal, the Third Committee adopted an 
attenuated resolution requesting the Council to 
urge all states summoned to the Disarmament 
Conference to accept a one-year truce beginning 
November 1, 1931, during which they would re- 
frain from any measure involving an increase 
in their armaments. It was understood in Geneva 
that this truce, which was approved by the As- 
sembly on September 29, would not prevent such 
measures as the normal increase of effectives or 
the regular execution of upkeep and renewal 
programs. 


American participation In the work of the 
Third Committee was regarded in Geneva as an 
encouraging sign that the United States, while 
still outside the League, was ready to collaborate 
with it in important matters. Equally gratifying 
to League circles was the promptness with which 
Secretary of State Stimson seconded the Council’s 
notes of September 22 urging Japan and China 
to cease hostilities in Manchuria.* Nevertheless, 
it was believed in some quarters that direct con- 
sultation between the League and the United 
States might have strengthened the Council in 
its original intention to appoint a commission to 
inquire into the Manchurian incident. Further 
opportunity for concerted action on the part of 
the League and the United States, however, may 
be provided at the meeting which the Council 
plans to hold on October 14 to examine the prog- 
ress of Japanese evacuation of Manchuria. 


VERA MICHELES DEAN 


*cf. “The Manchurian Outbreak,” F. P. A. News Bulletin, Vol. X, 
No. 48, October 2, 1931. 
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Chile’s New President 
On October 4 Juan Estaban Montero was{ 
elected President of Chile, defeating Arturo 
Alessandri, a former President and a “man of the 
people,” in a close vote. Alessandri was under- 
stood to have favored abolition of the nitrate 
monopoly, commonly known as Cosach, which was 
organized under the presidency of [bafiez. 
President-elect Montero, who is a lawyer and 
a former university professor, entered public life 
as Minister of the Interior in the cabinet which 
was set up last July following the overthrow of 
Ibafiez. Subsequently he became Provisional 
President, resigning that office to become a presi- 
dential candidate. He immediately won prestige 
by his calmness during the naval mutiny early in 
September and gained the united support of both 
foreign and Chilean business interests because of 
his cautious economic program. Senor Montero 
has promised to meet Chile’s foreign debt obliga- 
tions, interest payments on which were suspended 
on August 19. It is also expected that he will not 
push the investigation, ordered by Congress on 
August 13, of the circumstances surrounding the 
organization of Cosach. E. G. 
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